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Positive Screening Protocol
DURING THE SCHOOL DAY

WHO EXPOSURE, NO SYMPTOMS DIAGNOSIS, NO SYMPTOMS SYMPTOMS

Staff or student shares they Staff or student shares they  Staff or student presents with at least one of  
were exposed to someone were diagnosed with COVID-19 the following COVID-19 symptoms: fever, chills, 
with COVID-19 within the less than 10 days ago but it is  shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, new  
last two weeks but is NOT NOT symptomatic cough or loss of taste or smell
symptomatic

Student If appropriate for that 
student, they should wear  
a cloth/disposable  
face covering

Separate student in 
designated area with 
supervision by an adult 
wearing a cloth/disposable 
face covering standing at 
least 6 feet away

If appropriate for that  
student, they should wear a 
cloth/disposable face covering

Isolate student in designated area 
with supervision by an adult  
wearing a cloth/disposable  
face covering standing at least 6 
feet away

Enact plan to safely send student 
home as quickly as possible; 

If appropriate for that student, they should wear  
a cloth/disposable face covering

Isolate student in designated area with supervision    
by an adult wearing a cloth/disposable face 
covering standing at least 6 feet away

Enact plan to safely send student home as  
quickly as possible; cannot be through  
school transportation

If a student is diagnosed with COVID-19 based on  
Enact plan to safely send 
student home as quickly 
as possible

Notify local health 
department and follow their 
procedures

cannot be through school 
transportation

Return 10 days after first 
positive COVID-19 test, if they 
did not subsequently develop 
symptoms since their positive 

a test or their symptoms, or does not get a  
COVID-19 test but has had symptoms, they can  
return to school when:
  •  At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since  
     recovery, defined as resolution of fever without  
     the use of fever-reducing medications
  •  Improvement in respiratory symptoms  

Can return to school once it 
has been 14 days since last 
close contact and they do 
not develop symptoms

Participate in remote 
learning while out

test

Can participate in remote 
learning while out

Close off facility areas used by 
the sick person

Wait at least 24 hours, THEN 
clean and disinfect those areas 
with an EPA-registered product

Notify local health department 
and follow their procedures

     (e.g. cough, shortness of breath)
  •  At least 10 days have passed since first  
     symptoms appeared.

Can participate in remote learning while out

Close off and ventilate facility areas used by the  
sick student

Wait at least 24 hours, THEN clean and disinfect  
those areas with an EPA-registered product

Notify local health department and follow  
their procedures

Staff Immediately go home Immediately go home If appropriate for that staff member, they should 
Member

Notify local health 
department and follow  
their procedures

Can return to school once  
it has been 14 days since 

 Return after 10 days since first 
positive COVID-19 test, if they 
did not subsequently develop 
symptoms since their first 
positive test

wear a cloth/disposable face covering

If well enough, immediately go home

 If not well enough, isolate staff member in 
designated area and provide support to get  
home or to medical care

close contact

Can participate in  
remote teaching while  
out, if applicable

Close off facility areas used  
by the sick person

Wait at least 24 hours, THEN 
clean and disinfect those areas 
with an EPA-registered product 

Notify local health department 
and follow their procedures

If a person is diagnosed with COVID-19 based on a 
test or their symptoms, or does not get a COVID-19 
test but has had symptoms, they can return to 
school when:
 •  At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since    
    recovery, defined as resolution of fever without  
    the use of fever-reducing medications
  •  Improvement in respiratory symptoms 
      (e.g. cough, shortness of breath)
  •  At least 10 days have passed since  
     first symptoms appeared

Participate in remote teaching/work while out  
if applicable

Wait at least 24 hours, THEN clean and disinfect 
those areas with an EPA-registered product

Notify local health department and follow  
their procedures

 




